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WATCHING BRIEF WB 26-3: ISRAEL AND THE WEST BANK

As Quakers we seek a world without war. We seek a sustainable and just community. We have a vision
of an Australia that upholds human rights and builds peace internationally, with particular focus on our
region. In our approach to government, we will promote the importance of dialogue, of listening and of
seeking that of God in every person. We aim to work for justice and to take away the occasion for war.

This Supplementary Brief is based on the UN report on large-scale violations, including atrocity crimes, in the
occupied Palestinian territories. by Ajith Sunghay, head of the UN Human Rights Office in the occupied Palestinian
territory. Additional material is from the UNICEF State of Palestine Humanitarian Situation Update - West Bank,
30 April 2026

Background
For two and a half years, reporting on the West Bank has languished, taking second place to the humanitarian disaster

in Gaza. Most recently, the illegal war in Lebanon and Iran has further drawn attention away from the West Bank.
This lack of scrutiny, coupled with increasing nationalistic fervour displayed by far right wing Israelis such as Itamar
Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich has resulted in major changes in the West Bank- all to the detriment of the resident
Palestinians.

The rate of forcible displacement of Palestinians is unseen in decades and Israeli settlement expansion is
unprecedented.

We note the rapidity of change within the West Bank at the moment. The complete annexation of the West Bank by
Israel seems to be imminent and this report may well need to be updated very soon.

Overview
In the West Bank, Israeli forces and settlers have killed 1,096 Palestinians since 7 October 2023, one in five of them
children. Many incidents raise concerns about unlawful killings and extrajudicial executions.

Settler attacks are routinely carried out with the support, acquiescence, or participation of Israeli security forces. The
Israeli government has intensified the militarisation of the settler movement, shielded settlers from accountability, and
now actively benefits from settler violence as a catalyst for its stated annexation agenda.

The dispossession in the West Bank is systematic and relentless, matched in intensity with the record rate of
settlement expansion. Settler violence has become a key driver of displacement, so far displacing 45 entire Palestinian
communities since October 2023.

The psychological toll on children and their families is profound. Repeated exposure to violence, raids and
displacement is driving persistent distress. Caregivers report changes in behaviour, sleep disturbances and heightened
fear, while adolescents face growing risks of school avoidance, withdrawal and harmful coping mechanisms. Without
timely protection and mental health and psychosocial support, children may be at risk of lifelong difficulties with
mental health and wellbeing. It is worth emphasising that this is happening despite the UN resolution demanding that
Israel end ‘unlawful presence’ in Occupied Palestinian Territory. https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/09/1154496

For the Australian Government

Beyond statements of condemnation, third States must urgently take every measure at their disposal and in conformity
with international law to end the Israeli occupation, ensure the dismantlement of existing settlements, protect civilians,
achieve accountability for serious violations by all parties, and ensure Palestinians are able to exercise their human
rights.

In a context like this, lack of action is not passivity. It is a license.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2026/05/occupied-palestinian-territory-un-report-large-scale-violations
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-west-bank-over-1000-palestinians-killed
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/09/1154496

