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WATCHING BRIEF 26-2: ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

As Quakers we seek a world without war. We seek a sustainable and just community. We have
a vision of an Australia that upholds human rights and builds peace internationally, with
particular focus on our region. In our approach to government, we will promote the importance
of dialogue, of listening and of seeking that of God in every person. We aim to work for justice
and to take away the occasion for war.

April 2026

This Brief covers the recent report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
conflict, and includes other statements from Quaker sources.

Background

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Palestine since 1967, Francesca
Albanese, delivered a report in 2024 which concluded that Israel had committed genocide in Gaza.
Her recent report (19 February 2026) updates and expands on the issue to include the West Bank
and East Jerusalem. Her reports are made in the context of Israel denying UN officials access to the
region, in defiance of an order of the International Court of Justice (IC]). The full report is available
at www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc6171/

Overview

e Since October 2023 Israeli attacks have killed over 70,000 Palestinians including children.
Others are buried under rubble, and disease from waste dumps has created conditions
where Gaza has become unfit for human life.

e The Israeli military has expanded the ‘buffer zone’ to 16% of Gaza. Hospitals and health
facilities have been repeatedly attacked, food supplies have been blocked, and land has
been degraded. Humanitarian agencies (especially UN) have been denied entry.

e Since October 2023, Israeli authorities have arrested more than 18,500 Palestinians
including at least 1500 children. In February 2626, there were still 9,245 in detention,
subject to degrading treatment and torture.

e The world has given Israel a licence to torture Palestinians. Palestinians in custody “have
been subjected to exceptionally ruthless and physical and psychological abuse”.

e The ambition for a ‘Greater Israel’ has been a longstanding Zionist goal, and the right of
self-determination for Palestinians impedes the achievement of that goal. Since October
2023 when Hamas attacked, the colonisation of the occupied territories has grown as part
of the goal.
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e The systematic destruction of land, health and food security, along with forced
displacement, contributed to “the destruction of the spirit, of the will to live, of life itself”.

e Israel claims its military operations are a war of self-defense, but it is well established that
Israel cannot legitimately invoke self-defense against the population under its occupation.
The occupying power must protect, not target, the occupied people.

Recommendations for UN Member States
In summary the recommendations are that Member States:

(a)Use political leverage and arms embargoes/sanctions to stop Israel’s assault on the
Palestinians, and withdraw from occupied territories as ordered by the IC] in July 2024.

(b) Formally recognise Israel as an apartheid state and persistent violator of international law and
seek a review of its UN membership.

(c) Support the deployment of an international protective presence throughout Palestine.

(d) Develop a protective framework for Palestinians displaced outside Gaza, affirming their right
to return.

(e) Support an independent investigation of criminal conduct of those suspected of it.

(f) Investigate and prosecute corporate entities and dual citizens involved in crimes, including
soldiers, mercenaries and settlers.

(g) Ensure humanitarian assistance to Gaza, and protection of UNRWA from attack.

The Special Rapporteur is now inviting submissions by 30 April 2026 for a study on the role of
media in the context of Israel’s policies and practices toward the Palestinian people. It will focus
especially on (i) international crimes and human rights violations committed against journalists in
the occupied territories, (ii) the role of Israeli media in reporting since October 2023, (iii) the role
of international media. See the link - https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/2026/call-input-role-
media-context-israels-policies-and-practices-toward

Quaker Responses to the Israel/Palestine Conflict

Over many years, Quakers worldwide have maintained close links with Israel/Palestine. There is a
group of Quakers based in Ramallah (West Bank) with an associated school. It has a weekly
worship meeting and welcomes people of all backgrounds.

In July 2025, eight international Quaker agencies joined to make a detailed statement on the
conflict and covered the following points:

e Werecognise the divine imprint in every human being and the equality of all. We are
compelled to speak truth with integrity against the catastrophic violence in Gaza. We have
supported nonviolent efforts among Palestinians and Israelis for human rights and peace.

e We have witnessed the relentless erosion of justice, the systematic and violent
dispossession of Palestinians from their lands, and the apartheid policies that deny their
rights. We believe the current situation in Gaza perpetrated by Israel does constitute
genocide.

e We commit to reaching out to Jewish, Muslim and Palestinian communities, supporting
humanitarian relief, and working for the human rights of all people.
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The agencies were the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), the Quaker United Nations
Office (QUNO), the Quaker Council on European Affairs (QCEA), the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), the Quakers in Britain, The Friends Committee on National Legislation USA
(FCNL), Quaker Service Norway, and the Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC).

Quakers Australia (QA) made a formal statement in July 2024 at their national gathering as
follows:

Quakers grieve deeply the decades-long injustices inflicted on Palestinians by the policies of the
State of Israel. Our hearts are breaking for the extreme suffering and loss of life currently being
experienced in Gaza, inflicted by the Israeli military. We acknowledge that people in Palestine and
Israel are currently living in extreme fear, intensifying historical collective traumas felt by many.

We affirm that of God in all people, whether victims or perpetrators of violence, and seek justice,
freedom and peace for all. We note the courage of Palestinians advocating for their freedom; and
Israeli conscientious objectors and solidarity campaigners supporting this goal. We commit
ourselves not just to speaking up for Palestinian self-determination, but to creative and
courageous action to challenge our government’s complicity and to stand with all those suffering.

Quakers affirm our call for an immediate ceasefire, as well as the release of all hostages — both

those kidnapped by Hamas; and Palestinians held by Israel without charge. These actions would

be the first steps on a path towards justice and self-determination for Palestinians. To prevent

further loss of life, we urge the Australian government to take further steps, including

e recalling the Australian Ambassador to Israel for talks with the Australian Government

e placing travel restrictions on Israeli Government officials involved in war making

¢ ending all military ties with Israel, including any direct arms sales to Israel or exports of
weapons or weapons parts to Israel and

e divesting the Future Fund from any Israeli arms manufacturers (noting current investments in
Elbit).

The sentiments remain the same today, and the statement was followed up by several messages to
the Australian Government seeking stronger action to bring the conflict to a peaceful end. The
strong ties between Australia and Israel are reflected in the unwillingness of the Government to go
beyond (a) the recognition of the State of Palestine in Sept ‘25, (b) calls for a ceasefire, (c)
commitment to a two-state solution, and (d) strong support for more humanitarian assistance for
Gaza.

The Quaker Peace and Legislation Committee (QPLC) is continuing to seek ways to respond to

the situation, especially given the expansion of war in the Middle East involving Iran and other
Gulf states. We welcome comments from Friends around Australia about actions they are taking or
suggest.

Canberra
April 2026
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