March 2021
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter, or express an opinion about it, please send
your contribution to rmcanberranews@quakersaustralia.info.
Before you submit it, though, please read our privacy guidelines here and when you send it
to us, confirm in writing that your item satisfies them

23rd Psalm - Japanese Translation
The Lord is my Pace-setter, I shall not rush;
He makes me stopand rest for quiet intervals. He provides me with
images of stillness, which restore my serenity. He leads me in ways
of efficiency through calmness of mind, and His guidance is peace.
I will not fret, for His presence is here; His timelessness, His all
importance, will keep me in balance.
He prepares refreshment and renewal in midst of my activity,
By anointing my mind with His oils of tranquility. My cup of joyous
energy overflows, surely harmony and effectiveness shall be the
fruits of my hours, for I shall walk, in the pace of my Lord and dwell
in His house forever.
Taki Miyashina
Contributed by Carol Thornton
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Reg Naulty has reviewed a new
"personality and place" book about
Russia by Robin Milner-Gulland
called
Patterns of Russia: History, Culture
and Spaces.
Read Reg's review here.

HOME RUN FOR JULIAN ASSANGE
An eight city speaking tour in support of freeing Julian Assange from Belmarsh prison in the United
Kingdom left Melbourne on February 26. The convoy included Julian's father John Shipton, and travelled
through Victoria and regional NSW to Sydney and on to Canberra. The convoy of vehicles arrived in the
5th March Dick Green and Melanie Baulch hosted them for breakfast where this photo was taken and
later that morning they spoke to a rally of about fifty people at the Wagga Wagga amphitheatre. Speaking
at the amphitheatre, Jacob Grech said that wars are caused by lies and that truth will bring peace. John
Shipton said that he has been in regular phone contact with his son, who is heartened by the support he
has received from regional areas. Julian Assange is facing extradition to the United States.
From left: Michael Bayles, John Shipton (seated), Dick Green, Melanie Baulch, Jacob Grech (seated),
Graeme Dunstan (seated), Raine Sinclair and Shahnaz Martin.
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FORETHOUGHT ON THE THIRD SUNDAY
OF THE MONTH - A TRIAL
The Ministry Committee has introduced a new element to
Meeting for Worship once a month called “Forethought”.
Each Forethought is a brief reflection by the Elder on duty
before Meeting on third Sundays about an aspect of the
practice of Meeting for Worship. Ministry Committee is
trying this idea for three months as part of our concern for
spiritual education and in-reach.
A more detailed
explanation of the aims of forethought, and an example of
the forethought offered in February 2021 are here.

SALE OF TAPESTRY CREATIONS
BY JUNE GARFIT
Sunday 28 March, at the Turner Meeting House between 12
noon and 1.00pm. June will be there with her friend Robyn
helping with the sales, which also include tapestry pieces.
These range in price from $5 to $30 for the tapestry cushions.
There are four small-framed works, ranging in price from $10 to
$30, a large print ($40), and a large oil painting priced at $100.
Cash is preferred but other arrangements can be made with
Carol Thornton our Treasurer, including direct payment into
CRM bank account.
Enquiries: Christine Larkin: christine.ashdance@gmail.com;
Carol Thornton carolth@tpg.com.au

QUAKER PEACE AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
OF AUSTRALIA YEARLY MEETING
Two Watching Briefs have been published recently:
Australia and China and
Australia's Electoral System
These may be found on the AYM Website and the
Canberra & Region Website.
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Jill Waterhouse, Anne Felton and Roberta Turner are pictured outside the
Turner Meeting House, where a memorial gathering was held on 12 February to
give thanks for the Grace of God in the life of

Keith Alan Waterhouse Crook (1933-2020).
Read an account of the gathering here.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE ORIGIN OF THE
NORTHERN FREEZE EVENTS
Our Friend Andrew Glikson, Earth and Climate
Scientist explains:
As snow storms are sweeping the northern continents,
reaching as far south as Texas and Greece, those who
still doubt the reality of global climate change, including in our [Australian] government, may rejoice since
in their view this may be an argument against global
warming. However, climate science indicates these fronts are the consequence of a
weakened circum-Arctic jet stream boundary, the result of the warming of the Arctic and
therefore reduced contrast between the Arctic and high latitudes in Europe and America.
This allows migration of masses of cold Arctic air southward and of tropical air northward, a fundamental shift in the global climate pattern. The extreme rate at which the
global warming and the shift of climate zones are taking place, renders the term “climate
change” unsuitable since what we are looking at is an abrupt event, virtually within one
generation. Andrew’s blog is here.
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SUPPORT REQUIRED FOR SUSTAINABLE ONLINE MEETINGS FOR
WORSHIP FROM TURNER MEETING HOUSE
The pandemic provided Quakers in Canberra with new
opportunities for inreach to our own remote members, and
outreach to the wider community. A small group of Canberra
Friends who form the Zoom Hosting Group has been
facilitating the provision of online meetings for worship. It
now facilitates a “hybrid” meeting, which enables Friends
gathered in the Turner Meeting House to worship with others who join the meeting
online, from Canberra or further afield.

The Zoom Hosting Group would welcome new members with experience of using
Zoom. Training is provided in how to be a Zoom host, and people are supported as
they learn. There are several Zoom support roles for which people are needed, and the
roles are taught separately to minimise confusion. The Zoom Team gets together
frequently for “Zoom Play” sessions, in which there is the opportunity to refresh and
practise skills, and catch up on the latest Zoom stuff.
The Zoom Team also has fun in contributing this service to the Meeting. Perhaps this is
something you would like help with?
Please contact Michael Searle
Michael.Searle@iiNet.net.au

QUAKER PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Our Friend Peter Hillery, Convenor of the Peace and
Social Justice Fund Committee, reminds us that the fund
provides financial support specifically for projects that
promote the Peace Testimony.
Peter has provided more information about the Fund,
including testimonials from people who have been assisted
by funded projects.
Applications for funding close four times a year, and the next round closes at the end
of May 2021. Read more here.

Canberra & Region Newsletter – March 2021

Page 5 /7

NEW CENTRE COORDINATOR FOR SILVER WATTLE QUAKER CENTRE
On 5 March a special Meeting for Worship was held at Silver Wattle, to mark a changeover. Felicity Rose has
been acting as SW Centre Director for over twelve months. Brydget Barker-Hudson was welcomed as the new
Coordinator of the SWQC from mid-February for two years.
Photo: rear from left, David Liversidge, Reg Naulty, David Johnson, Jonathan Benyei, Sheila Keane; front
from left, Trish Johnson, Brydget Barker-Hudson, Felicity Rose.
Photo: Susan Rockliff Read more about Brydget here.

CANBERRA AND REGION - ABORIGINAL NATIONS
Following the inclusion of a map of Canberra and Region in the January
newsletter, Heather Herbert contributes a map of First Nations, and an
explanation here.
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FAREWELL BLUEY HAIG

Canberra Friends farewelled John Haig (Bluey) on 17 January at a
gathering after
Meeting for Worship, at which we talked about peace and sang
some songs. Since then, Bluey has forwarded photos of his travels in
Tasmania, which you can see here.
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