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Proposed Australian Yearly Meeting Working Group on 
Climate Crisis and Species Extinction 

WEBINAR: TOWARDS A TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The goal of the webinar is to provide Friends with an opportunity to discuss the strategic points in building a 

Terms of Reference and what priories a working group on climate crisis and species extinction could consider.  

Please share this information among Friends, either within your Meeting or more broadly, and particularly to 

those Friends who have a specific interest in the topic.   

Webinar Day, Date & Time  

Sunday 21 February 2021, 3:30pm-5:00pm (3:30 start in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney, Hobart; 12:30pm in 

Perth, 3:00pm in Adelaide, 2:30pm in Brisbane, 2:00pm in Darwin). 

Background 

At its December 2020 meeting, Standing Committee (SC) suggested holding a webinar with interested Friends to 

discuss draft Terms of Reference for the proposed AYM Working Group on Climate Change and Species 

Extinction (the draft Terms of Reference and relevant SC Minute are below). Friends are strongly encouraged to 

participate in this webinar.    

 Contact for Zoom Link 

Please RSVP to provide the number of people attending and to receive the Zoom link. Send an email to: 

mlclark77@hotmail.com . 

In your email, please include your name and Regional Meeting or other geographic location. 

 

Please note. Margaret Clark  is traveling until February 12th and will respond to your emails a bit slowly until 

that date. Apologies in advance. 

 Agenda 

• Opening worship  

• Short history and update on the proposal and where things are headed  

• Brief introduction of draft Terms of Reference (included below) 

• Small group discussion about the draft points for a Terms of Reference  

• Sharing highlights in the large group  

• Small group discussion. “How could the working group operate and link with Australian Friends, 

including AYM Committees as well as other groups and what could its priorities be over two years?” 

• Closing worship  

mailto:mlclark77@hotmail.com
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Standing Committee Minute - December 2020 

SC12.20.8: Climate Crisis Working Group  

Standing Committee noted the work, enthusiasm, energy and commitment of three C&RM Friends and their 

endeavour to address the Climate Crisis and Species Extinction. Standing Committee recognised that many 

Friends around Australia and the world value, recognise and support one another in this work.  Standing 

Committee also noted the diversity of activities in this area, including advocacy, personal lifestyle choices, 

spiritually holding the space and honouring the earth.   

Standing Committee acknowledged the need to maintain the momentum of this initiative and asked that the 

Canberra & Regional Meeting Clerks meet with the Canberra Friends to further refine the Terms of Reference for 

the Working Group and to report back to Standing Committee in March 2021. This could include a webinar open 

to interested Friends from Regional Meetings.  

Standing Committee hoped that the AYM Earthcare Committee will be consulted in this process.   

Standing Committee suggested that a report to be included in Documents in Advance 2021 could be brought via 

Canberra Regional Meeting.  

Standing Committee hoped that this can be considered as an expression of our Earthcare Testimony. 

Points to include in Terms of Reference 

Title 

Australia Yearly Meeting Working Group on Climate Crisis and Species Extinction (or AYM Climate Crisis and 

Species Extinction, AYM CCSE)  

Purposes  

• Take forward Australian Quaker Statement on Earthcare (2008) and the Quaker Earthcare Committee 

Epistle (2019).  

• Develop and drive a national Australian Friends’ action plan on climate crisis and species extinction.  

• Expand the role of AYM at home and overseas  

• To discern all matters in keeping with Friends’ ways.   

Time Period for the Terms of Reference 

This Terms of Reference is effective from Yearly Meeting in July 2021 and continues until Yearly Meeting 2023, 

or until terminated by agreement between AYM and AYM CCSE.  

Membership  

Membership of AYM CCSE will be discerned by AYM Nominations Committee  reflecting the diversity of Friends, 

including the voices of children and Junior Young Friends.  
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Roles and Responsibilities  

AYM CCSE is accountable to Australia Yearly Meeting and Standing Committee of AYM for:  

• Collaborating with other Yearly Meeting Committees   

• Educating and encouraging Friends in their actions   

• Linking with like-minded national groups, both secular and religious  

• Engaging with Australian Government and national stakeholders   

• Expanding national AYM representation on relevant issues   

• Engaging in actions which align with Friends’ testimonies.  

• Reporting to Standing Committee and Yearly Meetings.  

Meetings  

Meetings will take place monthly, or more, as determined by the AYM CCSE, primarily by Zoom or other 

electronic means.  During the two-year term they will also:   

• Host pre-AYM preparatory sessions via Zoom, or during residential AYMs; and  

• Make available representatives to each Standing Committee meeting.  

 


