January 2021
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter, or express an opinion about it, please send
your contribution to rmcanberranews@quakersaustralia.info.
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Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
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A Prayer at New Year’s
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes need you the most,
And by making you anxious to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope, and joy to you for the year ahead!
St. Thomas à Becket (1118 or 1120-1170)

REFLECTIONS ON THE CRISIS IN THE UNITED STATES FROM JEAN AND DAVID ROSENBERG
Friends have welcomed the presence of Jean and David Rosenberg via Zoom at our Meetings for Worship. Our thoughts
are with them and other American Friends, as they attempt to intervene positively to influence outcomes in the United
States. Jean and David have written an overview of the political and social currents which led to the insurrection on 6
January, and their reflections on the way ahead for the United States. Read this here.

West Australian Friend Adrian Glamorgan wrote about outreach in May
2005. The editor came across this article recently, and Adrian gave
permission for its publication. It offers useful insights, still very relevant
particularly in the COVID19 context, when we have not been able to meet
and welcome enquirers as normal. Adrian's article is here

Joe Biden will be inaugurated as the 46th President of the United States on 20 January. Reg Naulty
has reviewed a new biography about Biden by Evan Osmos called Joe Biden: American
Dreamer. Read Reg's review here.
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Our Friend Margaret Bearlin is well known as a passionate advocate for peace. Margaret
responded recently to a story in The Canberra Times with the heading "F35 jets ready for
war". Her alternative questions are here.
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“NOW” Climate Change Emergency: What we CAN all DO about it
Friends may have heard about the movie made by Ryan McLaren, a 12-year-old boy (and Junior
Young Friend) who is passionate about taking action to counter the climate crisis. Ryan included
in the promotional material this endorsement from Chris Larkin who showed it at the Quaker
Meeting House in Turner:
Well congratulations Ryan (and your supporters) on an amazing production of “Now”! It is so
professionally made, and you have an excellent balance of personal connection, useful
information, and positivity on what all of us can do. Your interviewing process works well.
NOW is now complete and longer (52 minutes) with the added personal interview with Craig
Reucassel (ABC’s War on Waste, Big Weather, The Fight for Planet A, etc).
For information about how to order your copy of NOW, click here.

OUR NAME HAS CHANGED
You may have noted that Canberra
Regional Meeting has changed its
name to Canberra and Region
Quakers. This prompted Michael Searle
to investigate the boundaries of the
meeting, and his discoveries are here.
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Wagga Wagga Friends met on 20th December at The Rocks,
Wagga Beach, corner of Church and Cross Street. This was our
first meeting since the 15 March. It was so good to finally have
a meeting for worship together. The venue was lovely but
quite close to the Wiradjuri walkway which had a lot of foot
traffic. The meeting effectively ended after forty-five minutes
when a boy crashed his bike nearby and required attention.
We discussed when we will next meet as the usual venue is still
unavailable but could not reach consensus on either the date
or location and will endeavour to communicate by email on a
time and venue. We then enjoyed summer sustenance by the
river.
Andrew Gradon
From left: Cherry Lindsay, Richard Green, Anne Seebach, Andrew Gradon,
Geraldine Gradon, Melanie Baulch, and Michael Bayles. Janet took the photo.
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The Geranium
Flowers red in colour
Green leaves with cream
border
Serrated edges
Dead leaves in the pot
The geranium never dies.
It is eternal.
Frank Watson
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