May 2020
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter please send your contribution to
rmcanberranews@quakersaustralia.info

John Woolman – the antidote to 'lives of triviality and mediocrity’
In Chapter 11 of John Woolman’s diary he writes of “having been some time under a religious
concern to prepare for crossing the seas, in order to visit Friends in the northern parts of England,
and more particularly Yorkshire …” Leaving his wife and child in New Jersey, John Woolman
purchased a passage in steerage, and arrived in London in June 1772. Some of his reflections,
and how they are illustrated by his final words, are here.
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Friends have experienced COVID19 in many ways. Jeanne Klovdahl (Turner
Meeting) writes of the lockdown:

PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES…
A thought just came to me today about the upside to COVID19: the
upsurge and variety of music produced mainly, it seems, for mood
enhancement and inspiration. During my social isolation I have heard a
father and daughter singing a delightful duet - as if on the spot - leaving
very few dry eyes, I’m sure. There have been a number of examples,
too, of separate choral and instrumental groups from various parts of
the world, combining to produce mighty choral works. I am certain that
there will be many witty lyrics circulating the internet also, which we
Australians can add to our ‘old kit bags’ for perpetuity.
I’ve taken a picture of this upright piano in Civic, waiting to be played
in public as soon as possible. Jeanne Klovdahl
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The link is here

Blessings Experienced in Difficult
Times
Our Friend, Anne Felton, whose husband
Keith Crook died in January 2020, has
written of the blessing which she has
experienced during the social lockdown.
Read it here.
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QUAKER AUSTRALIA ZOOM EVENT
On Saturday 16 May, a special online
event was convened called "Not the
State of the Society".
It brought together online about 50
Friends from around Australia, via Zoom,
to share how regional meetings have been
using the platform to connect during this
time of social isolation.

Emily Chapman-Searle was the "MC" for this event. Many positive things have
occurred, including the Easter Family Gathering, CRM's Wednesday coffee mornings,
and the linking with remote and frail Friends through online meetings for
worship. One Friend remarked that discerning communities will work out which of
the new practices and processes to adopt.

Michael Bayles (Wagga Wagga
Recognized Meeting) has responded to
COVID19 with a global perspective in an
opinion piece entitled "Restoring
Equilibrium". After summarizing the
development of human society with its
pursuit of wealth at great cost to the
environment, Michael writes "It was
obvious that with mankind’s fixation on
economic growth nothing was going to
change, so nature or the planet took over."
Read the full text of Michael's essay here.
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Our Friend Jill Sutton recently wrote a letter for the online forum of the website Christians
for an Ethical Society. Jill wrote, “At this point in Australia’s history, it seems vital to me that,
as Christians, we look at what we can do and how we can sustain the good policy changes we have
seen in response to COVID-19.” The full text of Jill’s letter, which includes thoughts on COVID19 and the lectionary for May, are on the CES website here.

Arundhati Roy, The Man Booker Prize-winning Indian
novelist (The God of Small Things, 1997) is a longtime
activist for anti-globalization movements and an
outspoken critic of U.S. foreign policy. She has written
an essay entitled, "The pandemic is a portal". It was
published by the Financial Times and is available free
here.

FWCC PASTORAL CARE IN THE TIME OF COVID19
Ronis Chapman, Secretary of the FWCCAPS, writes: Here are some links to some resources from
American Quakers about death and bereavement. One of the things they say that resonated for me is to
remember that we are all in grief at the moment. We all have changed our lives a lot. We will all be
experiencing different levels of grief and for different reasons, and I have found it helpful to be reminded
of this. Life is different and we don’t yet know what the next months and years will bring for us. This
uncertainty is easier for some than others.
Walk cheerfully
Ronis
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The Yearly Meeting 2020 Hosting Group has
been very busy working with the YM Secretary,
Jacque Schultze and Presiding Clerk, Ann
Zubrick to redesign YM as a virtual event. This
has been supported by a group who offering
Zoom training to AYM Friends to enable us to
participate in Friends’ activities and in Yearly
Meeting 2020.
We encourage Friends to register for YM2020,
so we have some idea of numbers and interests.
You can register here.
Read the complete roundup about Yearly
Meeting here.

YM2020 Update
Yearly Meeting 2020
Hosting Group Report
UPDATE

When will it end??
Eventually, we will resume lives which
bear some resemblance to those we led
prior to the virus. Although there are some
upsides to social isolation, Friends will be keen to meet
again in person. A meeting was held recently to
discuss the pros and cons of re-opening the Turner
Meeting House. Read the report here.

The Easter Family
Gathering
The Easter Family Gather -- a
virtual, all-age, AYM event –
was a big success and an
encouraging precursor to Yearly
Meeting 2020. A full report,
with photos, is here.
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The Quaker Peace & Legislation Committee Online Workshop – An
Invitation
QPLC aims to monitor international and national legislation and government policies and actions
regarding matters of particular interest to Friends. Please find (attached) an invitation to an online workshop on Thursday 28th May at 7pm which is our opportunity to seek input from Friends
around Australia to the work of the Quaker Peace and Legislation Committee. I look forward to
hearing from anyone interested in joining us on this occasion.
Harold Wilkinson
Convenor
Quaker Peace and Legislation Committee
Email: (Harold Wilkinson) cqplc@quakersaustralia.info

Brian Turner writes: "Australian Friends tend to characterise Quakers
world-wide as either being like us or not (the rest). According to FWCC
figures of 2012, of the 380,000 Quaker members worldwide, about 80,000
are in the US, of whom only about 30,000 are like “us”, the so-called
“unprogrammed” or Liberal Quakers. But are they like us? And how
different are the rest? And why are there so many Quakers of both types in
the US? And are there other types? Those are the questions I sought to
explore. But in answering them, I had to find out how and why these
different strands came about." Read Brian’s survey of the situation here.
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Prayer Written In A Plague Year
God,
may you, from the wintry rooms of our souls, our sadness
dispel,

may you, from our inner wars renewed by solitude, release us,
may you, not bound by the physical universe, come here,
may you, to whom the walls of our souls are nothing, make
them rooms of your joy, and

may they flower around us.
Reg Naulty

To subscribe to our bi-monthly newsletters click here.
Visit our website: actquakers.org.au
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