January 2020
This is the first edition of the newsletter for 2020.
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter please send your contribution, preferably in a Microsoft format, to
mailto:rmcanberranews@quakersaustralia.info

Paul Adcock, a member of the North Canberra Local Meeting, lost his
home at Yowrie. Paul took this photo and more which you can see here.
Jeanne Klovdahl, member of the North Canberra Local Meeting, recently returned to
the area around Yowrie where she had spent a lot of time years ago. Jeanne wrote an
account of that journey, and the memories it evoked. Read it here.

As well as the loss of human habitat, our flora and fauna has suffered enormous losses.
Joanna Macy and Chris Johnston suggest ways of acknowledging this loss. Read
more here

Canberra & Region Newsletter – January 2020

Page 1 of 9

Kerrie Smyth took this photo of the Princes Highway in Pambula on
New Year's Eve 2019.
Ann Zubrick, Presiding Clerk of Australia Yearly Meeting, recently responded to expressions
of concern from Quaker communities around the world:
'Australian Friends are appreciative of the concern and care shown by worldwide Friends
during our unprecedented bushfire season in Australia. The extent of the damage, at least six
times the area of the recent Amazonian forest fires, is on a scale never before seen here. The
wellbeing of millions of humans and countless other species has been knocked by fire, smoke,
and prolonged heat. We do count the cost: the loss of human life, the harm to health, and
exposure to ongoing and developing risks; we acknowledge more than a billion animals that
are known to have died so far. There is the damage already done to human homes, habitats, the
land, the waterways; and the intense threat to particularly biodiverse regions of eastern
Australia. The climate emergency is around for all to see.'

Read the full text here.

And so it came to pass…

State of the climate – watch this…

Galatians 6:7 King James Version (KJV)
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.

One degree increase in average annual
temperature gives you a 6-fold increase in
extreme monthly temperatures, as in the last
50 years.

And so it came to pass that despite all the
warnings from our scientists and other wise
people, our

This quick 2-minute video from the BOM /
CSIRO shows why. "State of the Climate
2018: Behind the science—climate extremes"

leaders mocked and scoffed them and continued
with renewed vigour in mining and burning coal

Watch it here.

and oil and encouraged others to do the same.
In peace Michael Bayles, Wagga Wagga
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HOMES FOR WILDLIFE ...
Friends are also finding
ways to respond to the
plight of some animals
whose homes have been
destroyed. Read about how
Michael Searle and Ronis
Chapman have been
inspired by those concerned
about wildlife here.
Friends are also finding ways to respond to the plight of some animals whose homes
have been destroyed. Read about how Michael Searle and Ronis Chapman have been
inspired by those concerned about wildlife

On 28 December 2019 Dorothy Broom led a
silent retreat at the Turner Meeting House.
As an introduction, Dorothy invited Friends to contemplate
the poem “At the end of the year” by John O’Donohue.
Dorothy plans to offer silent retreats about every three
months. Here is the full text of this poem.

At The End
Of The
Year...

The new year offers the occasion to reflect on the
past year, and on what one has discovered about
oneself.
For this purpose, Mary C. Morrison writes about the
benefits of keeping a journal. Read more here.
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In the Australia Day awards this year, Peter Williams of Canberra Regional Meeting
was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for service to community health and to
medical education. Full details of his nomination are available here.

Congratulations Peter!
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The Quaker Peace & Legislation Committee of Australia Yearly
Meeting News
The QPLC aims to monitor international and national legislation and government
policies and actions regarding matters of particular interest to Friends.
The purpose is to keep Quakers informed of issues by circulating briefing sheets
indicating basic details and possible action by Friends locally and beyond. The
committee can also make representations to government or parliament on behalf of
Friends, or propose such action to the Presiding Clerk, Standing Committee or
Yearly Meeting. The committee may initiate particular peace projects, including in
cooperation with Regional Meetings, to enhance the involvement of Friends in
peace concerns. Here are some recent QPLC Briefs:

1.

Letter to Prime Minister Morrison - DFAT Funding Decline (December 2019)
Quakers urge the government to restore funding to DFAT and Australia's
overseas aid programs.

2.

Media Release - US Government support of Israeli Settlements undermines
moves for peace (November 2019)

3.

Australian Quakers express deep concern at the US Government's recognition of
illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

4.

Sustainable Development Goals - Watching Brief 19-9 (October 2019)
The aim of this brief is to provide an update on the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals and suggested topics for correspondence to, or meetings
with, Members of Parliament. Read more here.

Reg Naulty reviewed Yuval Noah Harari's book 21 Lessons
for the 21st Century, which includes 21 essays on a wide variety
of contemporary topics. Read it here.
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.

Thirteen Friends gathered at the Turner
Meeting House on Wednesday 8 January to
talk about the National Redress Scheme, an
outcome of the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse. The minute of record is here.
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Joon Garfit and Dawn Richardson were photographed at the
wedding of Dawn's son some years ago.
Dawn's recipe for gingerbread is here.

LOST AND FOUND
Dorothy Broom wants to
return items to their owners.
Click here to see if one of
these items is yours.
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Michael Searle is pictured here with his
granddaughter Lucy. Michael and Ronis
Chapman divide their time between Canberra
and Whanganui in New Zealand, Read about
how they achieved this and why here.

YEARLY MEETING 2020 - CANBERRA IS
HOSTING THIS!
Read the latest update from the Hosting
Group here.
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Upcoming courses at Silver Wattle Quaker Centre

There is still time to enroll in a retreat with David Johnson at Silver Wattle to consider The Gospel According to
John: Refreshment and Challenge – 4pm Thursday 12 March to 1pm Wednesday 18 March. More information about
this and Friendly Business - for Clerks, Committee. Conveners and Others is here.
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