POLITICIANS MISS KIDS OFF NAURU DEADLINE
Nov 21, 2018

17 refugee children remained trapped on Nauru as the deadline expired for the Government
to evacuate them to Australia.
A coalition of Australia’s refugee and humanitarian organisations gave our political leaders three months until
Universal Children’s Day (Nov 20) to remove all the children and their families for resettlement in Australia or
a suitable third country that welcomes them. Most of these children had been detained indefinitely for five years
on Nauru.
When the Kids Off Nauru campaign launched on August 20, there were 119 children detained on Nauru. The
latest evacuations were five children and their two families on Sunday.
Most have been transferred for medical treatment of critical health problems caused by offshore detention. Last
month the Australian Medical Association said the catastrophic mental and physical health conditions of
particularly refugee children on Nauru was a “humanitarian emergency requiring urgent intervention”.
Yesterday marked 29 years since the establishment of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Convention outlines children’s civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights. Australia is a signatory to
this convention, which politicians have for years ignored by continuing to subject refugee children to indefinite
detention. The coalition of Kids Off Nauru organisations is appalled politicians have set such a poor example on
human rights, despite Australia having a seat on the Human Rights Council.
More than 166,000 individual Australians, 419 organisations and 65 ambassadors have signed up to the Kids
Off Nauru call in three months. At the start of the campaign, only 40 per cent of Australians knew there were
children detained on Nauru. A recent poll published in the Sunday Telegraph said that awareness level had risen
to 80 per cent.
The Kids Off Nauru coalition is calling for all Australians concerned about the welfare of children in indefinite
detention to rally on Tuesday next week outside Parliament House in Canberra. Details below…

Canberra Rally
Tuesday, November 27, 2018
• 10:30 AM 1:30 PM
Australian Parliament House (map)
•

•

•

Join us for our kid-friendly Rally in our Nation’s Capital to present the
#KidsOffNauru petition to Prime Minister Scott Morrison and hear from:
Refugees with lived experience of detention
• Parliamentarians
Members of the #KidsOffNauru campaign coalition
• Young Australians
• Ambassadors
•

•

Bring your kids to participate in fun art workshop and activities.
Wear Blue and don’t forget to bring your placards, signs or materials to make
them there.

Website: https://www.kidsoffnauru.com/rally/

